BENEFITS FROM ENHANCED MONITORING
AND RESEARCH ON EARTHQUAKES

3.1  REDUCTION OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DAMAGE FROM
EARTHQUAKE OCCURRENCE IN THE UNITED STATES

In historical times, many regions of the United States
have been hit by earthquakes.  In particular, Alaska,
California, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas-, Missouri,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Utah, Washington, and parts of New England
are subject to sizable earthquakes.  The Pacific Coast,
including Alaska, is the most seismically active section
in North America.  The Aleutian Islands and south Alaska
have many earthquakes; specially notable was the 1964 Good
Friday earthquake, which did serious damage over more than
20,000 square kilometers, killed 131 people, and caused
$300 million worth of damage in Alaska.  Industry was dis-
located with widespread destruction of harbors, bridges,
railway tracks, highways, power facilities, and other
structures.

It generated a tsunami (seismic sea wave), which caused
122 fatalities in Alaska, California, and Oregon and did
$100 million damage in Alaska, Hawaii, California, Oregon,
and Canada.

On the West Coast, although Washington State has suf-
fered from damaging earthquakes during its short period
of modern settlement it is California that has historically
had the greatest earthquakes.  An outstanding earthquake
occurred near Point Concepcion in southern California in
1812, and in 1836 and 1838 large earthquakes were centered
near San Francisco.  Then in 1857 a large earthquake struck
central California near Fort Tejon, with surface rupture
of the San Andreas fault.  In 1872, perhaps the. most severe
California earthquake of the recorded era occurred in Owens
Valley, with extensive fault rupture along 150 km of the
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